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5.APPLICATION AND SELECTION
Application
Step 1: Find a potential supervisor among the faculty members in the field of your interest.

Applications will not be accepted without the consent of a faculty member as a prospective 
supervisor. The supervisor must be a professor, an associate professor, or a lecturer (senior assistant 
professor) who is affiliated with or has eligibility to accept students of the Graduate School of 
Science, Tohoku University. To search for faculty members, refer to the following websites: 

- School of Science Website
http://www.sci.tohoku.ac.jp/english/

- Academic Research Staff at Tohoku University
http://db.tohoku.ac.jp/whois/TunvTopE.html

Step 2: Contact the faculty members directly via email to obtain their consent.
To contact the faculty members, be sure to:

- gather information on faculty members and their field of research in advance by checking out
  their publications, research papers, and personal websites.
- include “IGPAS 2017” in the subject line of your email.
- provide your academic background, interest, and goal in detail.

Step 3: Register online via IGPAS Pre-Application Form.
http://www.sci.tohoku.ac.jp/english/igpas/pre_application2017.html
*Online Pre-Application Form opens from October 17 to November 17, 2016.

Step 4: Prepare the required documents for application.  see 6. APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 

Step 5: Send your application to the IGPAS Admissions Office.
All documents should be enclosed together, sent via airmail, and received by the IGPAS Admissions 
Office by November 30, 2016 JST.
*The IGPAS Admissions Office will email you to inform the arrival of the documents along with your 

application number.

Selection
Applications will be forwarded to the examining committee of each department. The examiner will inform 

you of the method and schedule for the examination via email by the second week of January 2017.

From those who have applied for a MEXT scholarship and passed IGPAS entrance examination, the IGPAS

Committee will select and recommend the designated number of candidates to MEXT. The results of admission

to IGPAS and the nomination for MEXT scholarships will be announced on February 3, 2017 on the website.

6.APPLICATION DOCUMENTS
Download the forms marked with "�" from the IGPAS website. 
Each document should be written in English. 
Attach an English translation of the documents if written in a language other than English.
Do not staple the documents; just place them in the listed order.
Submitted materials will not be returned.

Screening/Examination

ApplicationNovember 1-30

January

February 3

by March 31

June - September

End of September

October 2

Notification of Results

Confirmation of Intention to Enroll

Fall Semester Begins

Preparation for Coming to Japan

Arrival in Japan

Online Pre-ApplicationOctober 17 - November 17

*Dates are subject to change.

Please read IGPAS FAQ 
before making an application.

http://www.sci.tohoku.ac.jp
/english/igpas/faq.html

Any questions?
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1 ◆	Form 1: Application for Admission  

2 ◆	Form 2: Statement of Reason for Applying for the Program

3 ◆	Form 3: Research Proposal

4 ◆	Form 4: Summary of Past Research

5 ◆	Form 5: Two Recommendation Letters
Form 5 and its attached letter should be sealed in an envelope by each reference.

6
◆	Form 6: Official Recommendation Letter 

This letter must contain the official seal of an academic/research institution with which you are currently 
affiliated or in which you have last been enrolled.

7
Official academic transcript(s) 
From undergraduate and graduate programs if applicable; If each transcript does not show the definition 
of its grading scale, attach any material (appendix, web information, etc.) that can substitute.

8
Certificate(s) of (expected) graduation, enrollment, or photocopy of diploma(s) 
From undergraduate and graduate programs if applicable; certificate of enrollment needs to state the 
date of enrollment and the due graduation.

9

Document(s) to prove academic ability issued/written within the last 5 years, up to three materials
e.g.	 bachelor and/or master thesis in full with an English abstract, research papers published in journals 

or conference proceedings, papers submitted in coursework related to the field of research,  GRE® 
Test score report*1, and/or equivalent materials.

(Electronic file attached to email acceptable.) 

10

Document(s) to prove English ability: ONE from 1) – 3), if unavailable, both  i ) and ii) 
1) Score report of TOEFL iBT® Test, TOEFL PBT® Test,*1 or IELTS
2) Certificate to prove that the medium of instruction is/was English*2

3) Letter of English proficiency from an English instructor*3

 i ) Score report of English tests other than TOEFL iBT® Test, TOEFL PBT® Test, or IELTS*4

ii) Thesis/research paper in English*5

11 Curriculum vitae

12
Photocopy of passport
If unavailable, a document proving your citizenship is required.
e.g.  Photocopy of citizenship card, birth certificate, or census register

13 Email Correspondence with your prospective supervisor
A latest correspondence indicating to have you study under him/ her.

14 ◆	Application checklist

Note

Supporting materials (if you would like to present any: NOT more than 3 materials) 
e.g. certificate(s) of honor, president/dean’s list, and/or scholarship

*1	 The institution codes (or DI code) of the Graduate School of Science, Tohoku University are 7115 for GRE® TEST
and 0373 for TOEFL® Test.

*2	 The certificate must show the official seal of the university in which you are currently or were enrolled.
*3	 The letter must be written and signed by your English instructor who is affiliated with a university or language

school you have attended. It needs to provide as much information as possible (e.g. structure and contents of 
courses you have taken, the instructor’s evaluation of your performance).

*4	 Tests conducted at your university, organized locally, TOEFL ITP® Test, and TOEIC® Test fall into this category.
*5	 Can be the same document from 9.

TOEFL, TOEFL iBT, TOEFL PBT, TOEFL ITP, TOEIC, and GRE are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS).

⇒ Send to: IGPAS Admissions Office (Postal Address is on the back page)
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